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Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Survey Research
This proposal is to establish a new undergraduate minor in Survey Research.  The goal of this interdisciplinary minor is to provide students with a framework to understand and utilize survey research.  Survey research is a powerful and flexible set of tools that can measure human attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors.  It is an inherently multidisciplinary field, combining theoretical insights on individual response processes with statistical theory to deal with the practical problems inherent in field research.  The field encompasses such disciplines as agricultural, environmental, and development economics, city and regional planning, communication, consumer sciences, economics, education, geography, human development and family science, human nutrition, marketing, environment and natural resources, political science, psychology, public health, sociology, and statistics.  It is expected that the minor will be attractive to students in these various disciplines.
This minor will provide a curricular opportunity that parallels that offered to graduate students at Ohio State through the Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Survey Research.  This specialization has been in existence since Autumn Quarter 2000.  Since that time 30 graduate students have completed the specialization.  In addition, approximately 28-30 students are engaged in the coursework.
The establishment of this minor will better prepare our undergraduate students to engage in survey research endeavors as an undergraduate, such as in preparation of projects for the Denman Research Forum.  In addition, it will better prepare those who wish to pursue graduate opportunities in fields that utilize survey research as a primary method of inquiry.  Lastly, the minor positions students well to enter the work force in jobs that entail survey research or the results of such endeavors.  
Ohio State University takes a leading edge in the development of this minor at the undergraduate level.  Although graduate programs are found at our peer institutions, no other programs were found at the undergraduate level.  Due to our strong undergraduate participation in research, this minor is needed and will enable our students to more effectively pursue survey research both during and after their undergraduate program.   
Development of the Minor

The development of this minor arose from faculty interest.  Interest was expressed by the faculty involved in the Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Survey Research.  As this body includes interested faculty from a range of academic units on campus, this group formed the initial core of the development committee.  Notices were sent of development meetings to additional faculty and chairs of academic units who were thought to have possible interest in the area.  Faculty from the following academic units participated in the development of the minor:  Agricultural, Environmental and Development Economics, Allied Medical Professions,  Chemical Engineering, Communication, Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, Geography, Environment and Natural Resources, Political Science, Psychology, Public Health, Sociology, and Statistics.  Comments and suggestions were solicited from the chairs of all academic units with courses listed on the curriculum, and involvement was encouraged from throughout the Arts and Sciences and other colleges on campus.  The proposal was shared with various student groups and feedback solicited (see Appendix D).

Curriculum
The proposed undergraduate minor in Survey Research requires completion of a minimum of 23 credit hours.  Students must successfully complete a required foundational course and a companion statistics course.  In addition, students must complete at least 3 credit hours in a practical application experience. Students choose elective courses to complete the 23 credit hours.  
Foundational Course:
All students are required to take Political Science/Communication 449:  Foundations in Survey Research (5 credit hours).  This course has been modified from an existing course, Political Science 581 Survey Research in Political Science.  It is proposed that this course will be cross-listed with multiple offerings across campus under this course number, although only one section will be offered per quarter.  Coordination of these offerings will come under the purview of the Arts and Sciences Office of Interdisciplinary Programs and the Faculty Advisory Committee which will provide oversight for the minor.  

This course gives students a strong foundation in the principles, techniques, and problems involved in conducting survey research.  A subcommittee of the development committee outlined core concepts that should be covered in this course:  overview of survey process, total survey error approach, uses of survey research in the world, sampling (weighting), measuring concepts (reliability, validity(, question writing and questionnaire construction, satisficing, pretesting strategies (cognitive interviews), data collection modes, impacting response rates, ethics (IRB, HIPPA), basics of data analysis, nonresponse, and interpreting results.

It is expected that the foundational course will be offered at least once per year.  As it can be offered by multiple academic units, additional courses will be offered to meet student demand.
Companion Statistical Course:
The Department of Statistics has developed a required companion course, Statistics 451 Basic Statistical Foundations of Survey Research (5 credit hours).  This course has been designed to be a companion course for the 449 course and provide students with more in-depth foundation in statistical procedures and issues in conducting survey research.  The course incorporates laboratory work designed to give hands-on experience.  Initially, it will be offered one quarter per year.
In order to allow for broad student participation, both of these courses have minimal prerequisites.  Both require students complete an introductory course in data analysis, such as Statistics 135, Political Science 585, Psychology 320 or Sociology 549, and Statistics 451 also requires completion of college mathematics at the Mathematics 104 level or equivalent. 
Practical Applications:

Students are expected to complete at least 3 credit hours in an application of survey research methods.  This may be in an internship (489 courses or equivalent) or research experience (699 courses) approved by the Faculty Advisory Committee or this requirement may be satisfied in a course setting.

Courses that provide such an applied experience include:

Sociology 487
Types of Sociological Inquiry (5 crs) 
Sociology 651
Approaches to Sociological Inquiry (5 crs) (will be taught every SP)
Elective Courses:
Students must complete additional elective courses to satisfy a total of 23 credit hours.  Prerequisites (listed in Appendix B) may be waived for minors, so students are advised to consult regularly with their advisor.  Elective course offerings strengthen the knowledge base of students in survey research methodology and allow students to gain more skills in the application of this knowledge base.
Allied Medicine 645
Health Risk Assessment: Theory and Practice (3 crs)

Communication 545
Strategic Media Planning (5 crs) 
Communication 620
Public Opinion and Communication (5 crs) 
Communication 650
Investigating Communication through Interactive Technology (5 crs)
Communication 672
Qualitative Interviewing as Communication Practice (5 crs)

Geography 607
Fundamentals of Geographical Information Systems (4 crs)
Geography 686
GIS in Social Science and Business Research (5 crs)
Geography 695
Undergraduate Seminar in Applied Geography (5 crs)

Political Science 503
Public Opinion (5 crs)

Psychology 511
Psychological Testing (4 crs)
Psychology 597.02
Testing in Modern Society (5 crs)
Psychology 630
Psychology of Public Attitudes (3 crs)

Note:  Students may not count courses for both their major and a minor.  They must designate whether they will count a course for either the major or the minor.
See Appendix E for syllabi from both foundational and elective courses. 
Administration and Advising

The minor will be listed in the OSU Bulletin as “an interdisciplinary minor offered

through The Colleges of the Arts and Sciences.”  An interdisciplinary Faculty Advisory Committee will be formed with representatives from the major departments offering coursework within the minor and will include a representative from the university academic advising community.  The Committee will be appointed by the Associate Executive Dean of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences according to the guidelines approved for interdisciplinary programs by the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI).  This committee will evaluate the minor curriculum and course offerings and meet at least once per year in order to make recommendations to the CCI Subcommittee A regarding policy rules, the addition of courses to the minor, student learning outcome assessment, and the status of the minor.  The CCI will have curricular oversight of the program.
Advising will be done by professional departmental advisors, in conjunction with Arts and Sciences advisors, as well as participating faculty.  Program materials will be available through the Office of Interdisciplinary Programs within the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences, the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Office, and through the interdisciplinary program website of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences.  Advisors will be provided with any needed education re the requirements of the minor and the selection of courses.  Students will be able to declare this minor with their advisors.  DARS will be used for degree certification if students choose approved courses for the practical requirement.  If students elect to apply internship or research coursework to satisfy the practical component, they will need to have experiences approved by faculty on the Faculty Advisory Committee.
Enrollment Projection

It is expected that this minor will be attractive to a wide variety of majors.  It is expected that students majoring within allied medical professions; business; education; engineering; food, agricultural and environmental sciences; public health; social and behavioral sciences; social work; and statistics will show particular interest as that is where student interest is currently noted.  The minor will be attractive to any undergraduate who might be interested in utilizing survey research at any point in their academic or professional endeavors.
The minor will be advertised to students via several ways:  through the creation of a minor requirement sheet maintained by the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Office, which will be circulated to advisors and relevant faculty, through the posting of curricular information on the Office of Interdisciplinary Programs within the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences website, and through establishing links on participating departments’ websites.  It is expected that the minor will initially attract a total of 12-15 students and grow to attract 35-40 students within five years.  The Faculty Advisory Committee will monitor growth of student participation in the minor and make recommendations about possible increases in seat availability, if needed. 
Resources and Expenses
Current facilities and staff resources are adequate to support this minor.  The interdisciplinary cooperation of units allows students to benefit from the resources that exist in disparate units in such a way that enhances the networking amongst units.  
As the majority of the minor curriculum can be delivered by existing coursework, current faculty levels are seen as adequate to staff the courses.  The cross-listing of the foundational theory course allows access to a wider teaching resource pool such that one unit is not burdened with always offering the course. The new Statistics course was proposed to service both this minor and the new Statistics minor, so resources are being used efficiently.  As the minor assists in connecting interested students to specific courses, it is expected that new courses may be developed as there will be a body of students to populate them.  Our current budgetary system should reinforce the development of new courses as the interested student body grows.  See Appendix A for a listing of faculty who regularly teach courses and conduct research in this area.
Competitiveness With Other Institutions

Although there are graduate programs in survey research both at Ohio State and at some of our peer institutions, we are not aware of any minor programs being offered by other institutions in Ohio or at peer institutions.
Administrative Support for the Minor

The establishment of this minor is supported at various levels.  It has the support of the Executive Dean of the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Jacqueline Royster.  Additional program concurrence and support has been obtained from many academic units and administrators (see Appendix C).
Implementation Date

The minor in Survey Research is proposed for implementation in Autumn Quarter 2007.
Student Learning Assessment

Learning Goals:
1. Students should be able to articulate an understanding of the methodology and issues associated with survey research.

2. Students should be able to articulate an understanding of the statistical methods involved in survey research and their application with representative and generalizable samples.
3. Students should be able to apply both the methodology and statistical methods to participate in and evaluate survey research.

Assessment Plan:

1. Enrollment will be evaluated, as possible, on both the program and course levels on a yearly basis.  On a program level, the number of students enrolled in the minor will be tracked.  Additional student information, such as student major, honors and scholar affiliation, course selection, and performance in the minor will be assessed.  At a course level, enrollment and seat availability in specific minor courses will be evaluated.  Possible barriers to completing the minor in a timely fashion may be shown by enrollment trends.  As students may not declare their minor until application for graduation, retrospective data will be collected and compared to data collected on a quarterly and annual basis.

2. A focus group of graduating minors will be used, if available the second year as an assessment tool for evaluating mastery of the learning goals of the minor.  This assessment will occur in the Spring Quarter.  The focus group will explore student perceptions of:  (1) the attainment of the above goals, and (2) the structure, availability, and sequencing of courses in the minor.  In addition to the focus group, a sample of research project reports written by students in their practical coursework will be solicited and evaluated. Student mastery of the learning goals for the minor will be evaluated the second, third, and fourth year and then every 5th year.

3. As enrollments increase, assessment will move to a survey of graduating minors, again stressing of attainment of the above goals, and the structure, availability and sequencing of courses in the minor.

Dissemination:

The assessment will be supervised by the oversight committee for the minor and the results will be used for considering improvements in the minor program.  The oversight committee also will summarize the results, along with any plans for changes and improvements in the minor, as a report to be distributed to the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Subcommittee A and to the faculty and academic units participating in the minor.

APPENDIX A:  FACULTY 

Faculty and staff listed below have research and/or teaching interests in Survey Research or related disciplines at The Ohio State University.  

Nancy Betz


Department of Psychology

Kathleen Carr


Department of Sociology

Wen S. Chern
Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics 
Prabu David


School of Communication
Don Eckert


School of Environment and Natural Resources
Michael Edwards

Department of Psychology
Kevin Evans


School of Allied Medical Professions
William Eveland

School of Communication
Amy Ferketich
College of Public Health

Tim Haab
Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics
Andrew Hayes
School of Communication
Luke Keele
Department of Political Science
Gerald Koscki
School of Communication
Andrew Martin
Department of Sociology

Thomas Nelson
Department of Political Science

Randall Olsen
Department of Economics

Richard Petty
Department of Psychology
Jim Rathman


Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering
Deborah Rumsey
Department of Statistics
Herb Weisberg
Department of Political Science
APPENDIX B:  Prerequisites for Courses
Students are encouraged to check with the instructors as there may be appropriate substitutions for prerequisites.
Foundational Course
Political Science/Comm 449
GEC data analysis course (Stat 135, PS 585, Soc 549, or equiv)
Companion Statistical Course
Statistics 451
One introductory course in data analysis (such as Stat 135) and college algebra (Math 104 or equivalent)
Practical Applications

Sociology 651
Soc 649 or equiv, or perm of instr
Sociology 487
Criminol or fm&hu dv or int stds or social major, or social or criminal minor and junior standing; or permission of instr
Electives
Allied Medicine 645
Allied Health 640 or permission 
Communication 545
Com 431 or J Com 431 and Journal or Comm major or permission of instr
Communication 620
Journal or Comm major or grad standing or permission of instr
Communication 650
None
Communication 672
Journal or Comm major or grad standing or permission of instr
Geography 607
Geog major or perm of instr
Geography 686
One course at the 300 level or above in human geography, marketing, or planning; prereq or concur Geog 685 or perm
Geography 695
20 credit hours in Geog
Political Science 503
None
Psychology 511
Psych 100; 219 or 221 or 220 or 320, or Stat 145 or 245

Psychology 597.02
Jr or sr standing
Psychology 630
Psych 219 or 220 or 320 or Stat 145 or 245; and Psych 325 


or 367.01
APPENDIX C:
Program Concurrence Forms
APPENDIX D:  Student Comments
Notes on survey minor proposal:

-Overall, I think the minor itself will provide a very useful set of skills to the undergraduate students that choose to participate in it. I agree that the program will attract students from a variety of fields, particularly from the social & behavioral sciences. Also, I like the flexibility of the minor program- I think students will find it easier to tailor to the minor to their own interests with a large portion of the 23 hour total coming from a list of electives. 

-Because of the interdisciplinary nature of the minor, it is likely that the type of student that will be enrolled in the program will already have multiple academic interests (I wouldn’t be surprised if most of the students that express interest are double majors or are pursuing one or more minors). I believe that, in order for a high percentage of interested students to actually be able to complete the minor, the core courses will (at lease eventually) need to either be offered every quarter or at multiple times within a designated quarter. 

-However, because there are not a lot of prerequisite courses for the core, a student could potentially begin work on the minor as a freshman (ie. take the core courses early and choose electives as they further develop their academic interests). I would recommend that information about the minor be introduced in several early, major-specific classes, or in an introductory statistics course. 

-Along the same lines, I think it will be much easier for a student to complete the minor if courses counted toward the minor can also be applied to GEC requirements. Many students I know have found it very difficult to complete a minor that does not allow overlap with GEC requirements unless they planned carefully and early in their undergraduate program. 

-For the ‘practical applications’ portion of the minor, I would propose a third possible option: for students with demonstrable and appropriate research experience (ex. a research internship or some other intensive program where the student does not receive academic credit), the practical applications requirement is waived, and the total credit requirement for the minor is reduced to 20. 

APPENDIX E:

Syllabi
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